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Meeting with our Czech guide at the Prague-  § &7 8% % Ruzyn airport. Departure to Sti in Chateau
Hotel (situated 20 km south of Prague). In the %= “ 16th century it was a fortress where, in 1562,

King Maxmilian slept during his first royal visit. ; Until 1945, the last owner was entrepreneur
Baron Franz Ringhoffer (creator of the imperial train), who rebuilt it as a prestigious

residence with a magnificent English park and small French garden. The rooms contain historical furniture
and match comfort to that of an international four star hotel. The castle hotel was the first hotel in Bohemia
accepted into the Association of European Chateau Hotels and Restaurants. Upon arrival, guests are
greeted with a glass of champagne and fanfare in the castle courtyard. Accommodation in hotel. Guests
may enjoy dinner at the castle restaurant before our departure to Prague for an evening opera. Evening
program: opera in Prague.

Breakfast in hotel. After a city tour of Prague, we will visit
the estate of Ct nice. The castle had been owned by
Prague’s burgers, and at the end of the 18th century it
belonged to the Windischgratz family. Here we can see a
large exhibit “Habsburgs in the Czech Lands " which,
on the basis of documents and more than 400 hundred
authentic exhibits, shows the inconsistent relations of the
: - Austrian monarchs towards the Bohemians. At last we
come to see a very interesting exhibition on carriages: the collection contains 19 coaches and sleds—for
example, we can see a unique carriage here such as the Coach ;
Coupé-Berlington from the year 1828, which Austrian Emperor
Ferdinand | drove through Prague. Departure to Mal& Strana (Lesser
Town) in the center of Prague. Lunch at the restaurant

U Zlaté studny (At the Golden Well) with a lovely view of Prague.
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Through the palace gardens and the southern garden of the Prague Castle, we come to the most
impressive monument of the castle complex—St. Vitus Cathedral, the most famous in the country. On the
third courtyard we can admire the Old Royal Palace, the original royal residence of the Czech kings, later
residence to the highest offices of Bohemia. Finally we pass the Roman church Bazilika Sv. Ji i (St.
George’s Basilica) and then continue on to Zlata uli ka (Golden Lane). The royal guard once lived in the
small colorful houses, followed later by goldsmiths and also writers (among them, Franz Kafka).

Departure to the Sti in Chateau Hotel. A toast
at the summer house on the lake to the
accompaniment of music. A gala dinner
follows in Suk's Hall with live music. Barbara
Kirstenova (harpsichord) and Petr Grau
(flute) play works from Telemann, Bach,
Benda, Handel, and Vivaldi.

Departure to Prague following breakfast. Our walk begins at
ValdStejnsky paldc (Wallenstein Palace) and its jewel, a garden with
a monumental pavilion with its high arcades. Over Karl v most
(Charles Bridge) which, together with the bridge towers and gallery of
statues, belongs among the most beautiful bridges in Europe, we
arrive at the Rudolfinum . This beautiful Neo-Renaissance palace was
named after Archduke Rudolph, son of Elizabeth of Austria. During an
exclusive sightseeing tour, we can see Dvorak’s Hall—the center of
music during the Prague Spring International Music Festival. Today
the Rudolfinum is home to the Czech Philharmonic. During a walk to
Starom stské nam sti (Old Town Square) and Prague’s most beautiful square, we pass sv. Mlkulas
(Church of St. Nicholas)—a masterpiece of the famous Baroque architect Kilian Ignaz N
Dientzenhofer. After lunch, an exclusive tour of the classical building Stavovské
divadlo (Estates Theatre) awaits us. Here, with his The Marriage of Figaro, Wolfgang
Amadeus Mozart received magnificent admiration from the Prague people. His next
opera, Don Giovanni, first opened here and also received the same enthusiasm.
Further on we come to Vaclavské nam sti (Wenceslas Square), which was built under
Charles the IV and named “Horse Market”. With its length of 750 m, it belongs among
the largest and most beautiful squares in the world. At Obecnid m (Municipal
House), a magnificent example of Art Nouveau, our sightseeing tour comes to a close.
Return to the hotel. Leisure time.

Evening departure from the hotel. Our direction takes us to Jemnist , a romantic Baroque chateau of the
Sternberg family and former summer
residence of Trautmannsdorf from the year
1724. The most valuable interiors belong to
the castle chapel with its fresco from Véaclav
V. Rainer and statues from the workshop of
Matthias B. Braun. In the year 1866, the
Sternbergs purchased the castle. After a
short walk, there is a private concert on
program in the castle chapel.
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F*‘-’!‘ After breakfast, departure to Konopist Castle. A new era in the history of this castle

began in the year 1887 when it came into the possession of Archduke Franz Ferdinand
d’Este. Later, when he became successor to the throne, Konopist could have become
the representative castle of future monarchs and private center of the empire. With its
large collection, Konopist belongs among the most interesting castles in Central
Europe. An exhibit of arms from the d‘Este family, in particular, is quite famous. A
major Habsburg love affair also took place at
Konopist . Here, newlyweds Franz Ferdinand d’Este
and Sophie Chotek (Archduchess von Hohenberg)
spent their honeymoon and almost the entire time of
their endearing marriage. For the “woman of his
dreams”, Franz Ferdinand relinquished the right to the throne for his
descendants.

The history of the imperial-royal train goes back to the 19th century. The Austrian-Hungarian imperial train
was built in Prague in the factory of Franz Ringhoffer, renowned in the production
of carriages and locomotives, and in the year 1891 donated to the ruling couple.
One carriage was completely renovated in the year 1991, one century after the
construction of the original train. In 1998, the Majestic Imperator was finally
restored in eské Velenice with 6 carriages and baptized by Maria Christina
Habsburg-Lothringen, the youngest descendant of Emperor Franz Josef | and
Empress Elizabeth. Just as in the times of Emperor Franz | and wife Elizabeth,
you will be welcomed on a red carpet with a glass of champagne You will enjoy
an exclusive ride in the Ambassador carriage. E
One of the original curtains from the imperial
theatre box in Vienna's Opera House
decorates the head of the carriage lounge.
The owner of the train and the stewards will
fulfill all your wishes. During the gala dinner,
you will be spoiled with exquisite culinary delights and perfect service.
After a rich dinner, ladies and gentlemen may enjoy a drink at the bar.
All this time, to melodies from familiar composers, the train travels
through the countryside.

Arrival to Bratislava. Transfer by bus to the Carlton SAS Radisson Hotel, accommodation.

After breakfast our walk begins through Staré Mesto (Old Town) and includes a
tour of Slovenské narodni divadlo  (Slovakian National Theatre). The theater
was built between the years 1884-86 according to the plans of Viennese
architects F. Fellner and H. Helmer. Many renowned opera singers, such as
Edita Gruberova and Peter Dvorsky, began their artistic careers in this national
theatre in Bratislava.
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Further on, we come to Dom svateho Martina ( St. Martin’s Cathedral). Coronations of kings
took place in this cathedral from the 16th century; between the years 1563-1830, 11
Hungarian kings and 8 royal wives were crowned. The cathedral was also host to the
premiere of Ludwig van Beethoven’s Missa Solemnis.

Primacialny palac (Primate’s Palace)—This palace was built in the
classical style between the years 1778-81 for the Archbishop Josef
Bathyany. On the first floor we see the Hall of Mirrors, where the peace
treaty between Napoleonic France and Habsburg Austria was signed
following the battle of Salvo. Within the beautiful representative rooms, we can admire
the gallery collection of the city of Bratislava. These rooms hold 6 unique 17th century
tapestries. The tapestries are the works of the royal weaving factory of Mortlake in
London. Today the palace is seat to the governor of Bratislava.

After lunch, we go to Bratislavsky hrad (Bratislava Castle).
On our way, we pass Grassalkowitz v palac (President’s Palace). The
structure was built by Fischer von Erlach during the 18th century. Franz
Ferdinand d’Este often visited this residence to visit his future wife Sofie
Chotkov4, who lived here as a guest of Archduchess Isabel and Archduke
Friedrich von Habsburg.

E— The Bratislava Castle is a truly dominant feature of the city. For nearly four
centuries, the border of the Roman Empire-Limes Romanus ran near the castle. Here, Slavs built a huge
fortress, which was an important center to the Great Moravian Empire. Maria Theresa had the fortress
rebuilt for her son-in-law Albert von Sachsen-Teschen. He was a passionate collector and brought many
works of art to the castle, which he later took with him to Vienna (now part of the Alberina Museum
collection). During the reign of Josef Il, the castle was used for barracks.

Departure to D vin Castle. A monumental fort ruin with a beautiful scenery of
the estuary of the Moravian River and the Danube with a view of Slovakia and
Austria (as far as the Emperor’s Hof Palace). During the centuries, many Celts
and Romans lived here. In the time of the Great Moravian Empire, the fort was
used as a border fortress. After the end of the tour, we leave for the hotel.
Leisure time.

, f.n 5.
Dinner in an elegant Bratislava restaurant in the Old Town or in a rustic restaurant in the Vajnory quarter.

After breakfast, departure from Bratislava to the Emperor’s Hunting Castle
Eckartsau. Today’s beautiful appearance of the castle goes back to Czech
chancellor Count Franz Ferdinand Kinsky, who transformed the medieval
ramparts into a beautiful Baroque hunting lodge. Franz von Lothringen, his
successor to the throne Duke Franz Ferdinand D’Este, and also the last
Austrian imperial pair Karl | and his wife Zita belonged among the prominent
owners of this place. From the train station Kapfstetten-Eckartsau, Karl |
departed with his family to exile in Switzerland. That was the last time the

= imperial train was in use. With the fall of the Habsburg dynasty, the history of
travel also ended for the celebrated trains of the imperial court...
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Next is an excursion to the emperor's palace Festschlosshof . The largest castle grounds in the country
were not only a quiet refuge for the emperor’s court, but also a place for
spectacular celebrations.

In the very old complex of this aristocratic castle, just as in a wish for
idyllic times long gone by, historic gardens and the large Maierhof
estate offer guests a glimpse into the carefree Baroque lifestyle.

You can also see at this castle the near complete furnishings from the
time of the second half of the reign of Empress Maria Theresa.

An excursion to Maierhof— the exquisite lodging place of the legendary
army commander Prince Eugene of Savoy and one of the largest Baroque estates in Central Europe where
old handicrafts are once again on display. After a garden tour through a country and herbal garden, we will
enjoy a taste of brandy.

Only 3 km from the castle lies the small castle of Niederweiden where many
famous guests were invited and successful hunts celebrated. A Baroque castle
kitchen is an impressive place for unusual culinary experiences. Preparation of
food in their delicate form is made from authentic recipes from Baroque times.
The banquet course also corresponds to the manners from the time of Prince
Eugene and Maria Theresa when always more dishes were brought to the
table in one course. A stately lunch awaits us in the game kitchen:

Menu:
Celebrating the Hunting Company of Prince Eugene of Savoy

Inspired by enticing aroma and exciting contrast, this menu will be brought to the table in four courses.
Typical also is the use of herbs, which today we find in sweet dishes, but here used in combination with
meat, fish, and game.

River crab in piquant vanilla sauce

Venison with orange marmalade baked in crispy dough
Escargot on a skewer wrapped in bacon

Venison soup with herbs

Quiails in a wine leaf baked with green grapes

Baked wild boar with ginger sauce and nutmeg dumplings
Fresh season vegetables fermented in green leaves
Sweet wine in Savarin with fresh berries

After lunch, departure to Vienna and accommodation at the Grand Hotel . Individual program: dinner and a
visit to the Viennese Opera House.
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Day 7

In the morning we shall take a walk through the old city of Vienna. The highlight of our
trip is St. Stephen‘s Cathedral located in the heart of the city. We continue further to
the Augustinian Church. Here, Empress Marie Theresa was married to Franz Stefan
von Lothringen, Emperor Franz Joseph to Sisi, Crown Prince Rudolf to Princess
Stephanie and French Emperor Napoleon to Marie Louisa.

Afterwards, we will make a stop at Hero's Square, which will bring us to the castle
courtyard. Located within is the entrance to the Imperial Apartments and the Silver Chamber . In the
Imperial Apartments, we can also see the large audience hall and private chamber of Emperor Franz | and
Sisi. Leisure time. In the evening, dinner at the Grand Hotel in the restaurant Le Ciel or in Vienna'’s oldest
gourmet restaurant Three Hussars. Three Hussars is the only Viennese restaurant established (1933) by a
member of high society. Since 1979, this not so modest inheritance has remained under the care of the
dynamic and versatile gastronome Uwe V Kohl. Elegant table settings, impeccable service, and a quality
international kitchen make this restaurant an imperial castle of noble taste.

After lunch, departure towards Schonbrunn . On the way we will see the city transportation Court Pavilion
by Otto Wagner-Hietzing. Emperor Franz Josef | opened the first route of the city transportation system in
the year 1898. Today’'s metro stations are the result of Otto Wagner’s project for the rail’s service stops.

After our arrival, we will take a train tour to Glorieta , whose ramparts offer a beautiful view of the castle park
and Vienna. After a
toast, we will
experience the
beauty of the imperial
park and then
continue our walk to
the castle.

Our main highlight awaits us here: an evening tour through Schénbrunn with a court guard (tour guide is
dressed in ceremonial garb).

The luxurious residential castle Schonbrunn was the summer place of the imperial family. It was rebuilt in
Rococo style and with rich interior furnishings. It was the center of political and courtly life during the reign of
Empress Marie Theresa. Today, Schénbrunn is one of the most important landmarks of Austria and a
landmark under special protection of the World Heritage Center UNESCO. With its magnificent park,
Schonbrunn Castle belongs next to Versailles as the loveliest cultural Baroque creation in Europe. Return to
hotel.

Breakfast. Possibility of a walk in Vienna's city center. Departure to airport.



